"DRAWING BOUNDARIES

Ontario producers push for sub-appellations in Niagara, Pelee Island and Erie North Shore

BY ALAM MCGINTY

: @A Ontario recently held
W2 series of meetings with

+ owineries and grape growers
“on the creation of “sub-appel-
lattons™swithin the existing vitieultural
areas of Niagara, Pelee Tsland
and Erie Morth Shore. A rwo-year
study of microclimates and
soils, led by Tony Shaw of the
Cool Climate Oenology and Viticulture
Institute at Brock Universiry, was pre-
sented and 11 potential sub-appellations
were identified.
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Can we expect a rigid French-seyle
system? “Mo,” says Laurie Macdonald,
exeeutive director of VQA Ontario,

“we just wane to define the geographic
areas right now." And she acknowledges

. what are the boundaries of the Beamsville Bench?

The fact is, it’s not defined.”
that no consensus has {;m:rg:d that any

Partlcular areas of Ontario are the
“hegt™ Flac:s to grow certain varieties.

push for sub-appellations came mainly '
fram producers, “more wineries are
using geographical descriptions other
than Miagara Peninsula or Lake Erie
Marth Shore, People phone us and ask
what it means; whar are
the boundaries of the
Beamsville Bench? The fact
i5, it's not defined.”
Macdonald is hopeful that the angoing
consultation process will go smoothly
and the official designations will be
signed into law as early as next spring. ¥
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DOWELL'S DONE
After nearly a decade at Inniskillin, Philip Dowell beads back

to Australia, and the search is on for his replacement
BY ALAW MCGINTY

nniskillin's winemaker of six years, allocaced. The Inniskillin ream will take care
Philip Dewell, has gone back to of [the 2004] vintage."

Australia, Billion-dollar pawerhouse The search is underway. “The competi-
Smtthcurp, whose wines include CIo 15 Open to anyone and I want the best
Penfolds, Rosemeount and Lindemans, person I can get. If T have to go ouside
has effered Dowell the post of head Canada, then absolutely Twill. We hired
winemaker at a new venture. Inniskillin®s Philip because his focus was on pinot noir
Donald Ziraldo says, “Tt was a rough and chardonnay, and chat’s still the area
decision, and we had a tearful evening we'd like to focus on, so Burgundy might
before he and his family left. be an area we'll look at. We're focused on
Ziraldo is confident Inniskillin wifl cool climate wine style.”
continue to produce notewarthy wines: Ziraldo's in no rush, and he anticipates
“Karl Kaiser is still doing the icewine, but the new wincmaker will not come on
we're going to find someone else for the board until next year, Hopefully Dowell's
table wine. For the 2004 vintage, Dowell replacement will be able to match his
surveil,red the vinc}fards__ decided on the fru sublime 2002 Reserve Pinot, whick,
1o use before |r.:wing, and a:w_-r}rtiﬂn.g Was ar $18 or so, 1s an ineredible barg‘ain. #
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PELEE ISLAND TRIALS TEMPRANILLO

Described as “finicky,” Spain’s tempranillo grape gets a
s p grape g

workout in Canada’s most southern region

BY ALAM MCGINTY

t's the grape that makes Rioja and so Eevin Donohue, vineyard manager at

it"s appropriate that che southernmost Calio Estates in Lake Erie Morth Shore,

winery in Canada is trying irs luck agrees that many reds do berrer in that

with tempranillo. Spain’s top varietal part of Ontario, “Our big reds are
was rarely cultivared elsewhere until superior to Niagara's.
recently. Now, in addition to plantings in We're generally
California, Oregon, Mexico and Argentina, warmer all year
there is a parch of rempranillo on Pelee round, but it's really
Island. ‘n’jnml,mrrl manager Bruno Friesen our !ﬂng,:r. WATTREr
says, “We planted in 2001, bur we haven’s fall that benefits those
had a erop yet. They're still a bit finicky.” later-ripening red

With 500 acres and the warmest climare varieries," Last yrar,

in Ontario, Pelee Island Winery can afford Caolia Estates’ 2000
ta try new varieties. Grapes currently being, CEV Merlor Reserve
tested include shiraz, malbec, lemberger won top honours at
and bianca, among others, “They may be Les Citadelles du Vin
used for blending, but if something looks at VINEXFO in
pi‘ﬁﬂl?&fnﬁ, welll tryirasa 5|ng|c varietal,” Bordcau)f — a first for Phatograph of Lolio Estates supptied by www.winedining.oet
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